
 
September 15, 2021 

From the Media Desk of the Fraser Valley Soccer League… 

After what feels like an eternity without top level amateur soccer in British Columbia, the Fraser Valley 

Soccer League’s Premier Division teams were finally back on the field playing the game we all know and 

love in the way it is meant to be played.  The season is beginning with Soccer City Cup play and there 

were several new sides to the FVSL, all keen to make an impression on their debuts.  There were some 

big scores and some top performances, so, without any further ado, let us delve into the action – it is 

great to be back! 

Here’s a recap of all of this week’s action: 

Surrey United SC 1-1 Micro Footie Academy – Friday 8:45pm; Cloverdale Athletic Park #2 

The Fraser Valley Soccer Leagues best talent brought up their curtain on their season Friday night in 

Cloverdale with Soccer City Cup play.  Newcomers Micro Footie Academy were keen to show they 

belong at this level.  Their first opponent, Surrey United, are the epitome of league stalwarts at this 

level, so it would not be a soft touch at all for the new boys.  That said, Surrey have undergone some 

changes in both playing personnel as well as with their technical staff, so they too would have wanted to 

start this new era off on the right foot.  It was the veteran group that started the brighter in this match 

as Emmanuel Ekeh picked up where he left off last FVSL campaign and spurred Surrey on from the 

midfield while Raq Amijee showed little rust from the extended layoff, putting in a top performance.  

The United attackers were buzzing and the opening goal seemed to just be a matter of if, not when, but 

Surrey simply could not find away past a stout Gustavo Costa Val Viera in the Micro Footie goal.  At the 

other end, Aryan Chauhan and John Kasper were bossing the match at the back for Surrey, with Micro 

foot struggling to connect in the final third.  The game went into the break scoreless, but United went to 

their bench an introduced the pacey Josh Miles out on the wing.  Miles has made a habit of scoring 

clutch goals for United and it was no different on this occasion as he picked the lock to the Micro back 

line and notched the opening goal of the game.  To Micro Footie’s credit, their heads did not drop and 

they continued to work hard all over the pitch.  They prevented Surrey’s attackers from adding to their 

lead and were ultimately rewarded for their efforts late on.  Pierce Moore disguised his near post shot 

well and while United keeper Kevin Picard got a hand to it, he was unable to keep it out.  After being on 

the back foot for most of the match, Micro Footie nearly pulled a smash and grab at the death, but 

Picard made a top save, getting down at full stretch to make sure Surrey’s frustration was not 

compounded further.   

Abbotsford United 4-1 Langley United – Saturday 6pm; Mouat Turf #3 

It seems like a long time ago now since Abbotsford United lift the FVSL Premier Division title in March of 

2020.  United will finally begin a proper defense of that title in a few weeks, but, in the meantime, they 

had their sights set on the one FVSL trophy not currently residing in their trophy case, the Soccer City 

Cup.  With all the new faces in the FVSL’s top flight this season, this match pitted to league mainstays 

together to begin their respective campaigns.  With no secrets between these two sides, it was straight 

down to business and Abbotsford demonstrated that their top guns were still in fine form.  A brace from 

Reece Branion lead the way for Abby, while veteran Connor O’Neill added his name to the scoresheet 

to begin the season as well.  Tyson Hunter would cap off his stellar performance on the night with a goal 

as well as Abbotsford laid down a marker to all the FVSL newcomers that the road to the title goes 

through them.  For Langley it was somewhat disappointing, however, the performance of Devin Gilroy 

will be something they hope to build on as he had a goal and was a bright spot for a Langley side likely 

keen to get on to next week. 



 
Premier Academy 0-9 Vancouver Whitecaps FC U19 – Saturday 8pm; Cloverdale Athletic Park #3 

There were some last minute organizational changes to Premier Academy in the weeks leading up to the 

season getting underway and that may have impacted their ability to begin their life in the FVSL by 

hitting the ground running.  If they were expecting any sympathy or a soft touch, they were in for a rude 

awakening as Whitecaps FC U19 were certainly prepared to start the season with a bang and they 

offered Premier no quarter at all.  Chris Album scored a hattrick in both his FVSL and his Whitecaps 

debut to lead the charge for the U19s.  As good as Album was on this night, his effort may have been 

eclipsed by Tomas Penna who scored a brace of his own while acting as the provider for a fistful of great 

opportunities for his teammates.  Jovan Mann also had a strong performance, scoring and generally 

putting himself about on the field.  Alesandro Comita also scored on this night along with William 

Antoniuk and Eloliyon Mutombo.  In goal, Max Anchor and Marshall Herald combined for the clean 

sheet.  For Premier, Diego Garcia-Leal played well in what was otherwise an outing to forget for the 

home side.  They will look to regroup ahead of another tough test next week against Vancouver Tigers.  

FC Faly 2-6 FC Vancouver Tigers – Sunday 6pm; Hjorth Turf #1 

Two more debutants took their opening bow under the FVSL’s brightest lights on Sunday when FC Faly 

welcomed Vancouver Tigers to Hjorth.  Indeed, it did seem that “welcomed” was the correct term as 

shortly after Faly got the game underway, Tigers had the ball in the back of the net.  The game 

continued in this manner with a shell-shocked Faly side well on the back foot as Tigers came forward in 

waves.  They were three goals to the good inside 15 minutes before a penalty kick made it four and then 

a further goal saw them take a 5-0 lead into halftime.  In the second half, with whatever pressure they 

may have been feeling well and truly gone, along with any chance of taking something from the match, 

Faly did settle into the game and start to find their feet at this level.  Goals from Sairoob Sairoob and 

youth call-up Bernardo Illoz added some respectability to the score line and should hopefully provide 

Faly a platform off which they can build moving forward.  Tigers were the story on this night though, as 

they would add a sixth goal before all was said and done with Erik Edwardson leading the way with a 

hattrick while Connor MacMillan added a pair and Cordell Crockett rounded out the scoring.  The only 

potential hiccup on the night for Tigers was losing starting goalkeeper Lukas Strauts to injury.  FC 

Vancouver Tigers have come into the league with a big reputation and, so far, through at least one 

match, they are living up to it. 

 

Here’s how the SC Cup Standings look after Week 1: 

SOCCER CITY PREMIER LEAGUE CUP 

Group A Group B 

Team Record Points GD Team Record Points GD 

Whitecaps FC U19 1-0-0 3 9 Abbotsford United 1-0-0 3 3 

FC Vancouver Tigers 1-0-0 3 4 Mirco Footie Academy 0-1-0 1 0 

FC Faly 0-0-1 0 -4 Surrey United SC 0-1-0 1 0 

Premier Academy 0-0-1 0 -9 Langley United 0-0-1 0 -3 

 

 

 

 



 
BROWNS SOCIAL HOUSE PLAYER OF THE WEEK 

 
This week’s Brown’s Social House Player of the Week will return when league play begins! 

 

THIS WEEK’S SC CUP SCHEDULE: 

Fri 09/17/2021 8:30PM  Langley United vs. Surrey United SC  Willoughby Turf SW 

Sat 09/18/2021 6:00PM  Whitecaps FC U19 vs. FC Faly   UBC NTC Turf 

Sat 09/18/2021 6:00PM  FC Vancouver Tigers vs. Premier Academy Cloverdale Ath. #3 

Sun 09/19/2021 6:00PM Vancouver United SC vs. Abbotsford United Hjorth Turf #1 

With such a short window to qualify, Matchday 2 is already crucial for teams with ambitions of lifting the 

Soccer City Cup.  In Pool A, both Whitecaps FC U19 and Vancouver Tigers can book their place in the 

semi-finals with wins this week, before facing off for first place next week.  FC Faly and Premier 

Academy will both need much better performances this time out if they are to prevent that from 

happening.  Over in Pool B, things are a little more up in the air after the first week of play.  Abbotsford 

United hold their fate in their own hands though following their win in their opening fixture and a win 

over Micro Footie would assure them of advancing.  The other match in Pool B sees long time rivals 

Langley United and Surrey United lock horns once more and those always prove to be entertaining 

affairs.  Add to the mix that the winner of this one will put themselves in pole position to qualify for the 

semi-finals and you have all the ingredients you need a for a classic! 

 

**NEW THIS SEASON** – Check out full FVSL Matches on YouTube at BC Sports Media 

 

Send NEWS to media@fraservalleysoccer.com 

And for more information on the FVSL go to fraservalleysoccer.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_T5plftHX7J6VhvP5ScGKA
mailto:media@fraservalleysoccer.com
http://fraservalleysoccer.com/index.php

